Introduction
9 142 USA). The results of HIV negative rapid tests were given to participants immediately; while 143 participants with confirmed HIV positive results were invited by the field team to receive 144 their results approximately one to two weeks after the blood draw and referred as described 145 earlier. Syphilis testing was performed using the rapid plasma reagin (RPR) test (Microvue, 146 Becton Dickson, Maryland, USA). Samples with an RPR titre of >=1:8 were also tested using 147 the Treponema Pallidum Hemaglutination Assay (TPHA) (Biotech Laboratories, UK). Active We further performed a sensitivity analysis excluding seventy-two that never returned at all for 174 follow up. Similar approaches as for the primary analysis were followed for the sensitivity 175 analysis. Factors that remained independently associated with dropping out in the adjusted analysis period of time is a proxy for people who are more likely to be migratory and who tend to 276 move between different islands and landing sites usually following the seasonal fishing 277 seasons (17) . I think this would be a good spot to talk about enrolment village and distance 278 to masaka study clinic, and if we did/did not see any relationships 279 Women may also be less likely to be retained, because they usually have time demanding 280 roles within a family including care for sick family members, provision of care for children 281 and food. It is possible too that some women are commercial sex workers and who might 282 move from place to place depending on the demand for their services. Women will therefore 283 find difficulty in taking time off to come to the clinic. Since it is important to ensure that men 284 and women are equally engaged in HIV vaccine efficacy trials, efforts need to be made to 285 increase female enrolment and retention in clinical trials within these communities.
286
Participation of women from the fishing communities can potentially be improved by 287 involvement of individuals or groups in the community who have ample rapport with them, 288 such as, their spouses, brothel owners, bar and lodge owners.
289
The observation that younger participants are more likely to drop out. This finding is similar 290 to what was observed in the previous studies (11, 12) and may be due to the fact that young builds on the previous studies that provided retention data but from follow up at clinics 296 established within the fishing communities.
297
Our study had some limitations. Firstly, we were often not able to document the specific 298 reasons why participants dropped out, other than some data on relocation. This information could have probably provided more insight on the specific reasons for dropping out.
300
Secondly, at the initial contact with potential participants in the fishing communities, we did 301 not collect data on those who attended meetings but who did not later attend screening visits 302 at the Masaka study clinic, nor did we collect data on those who attended screening at the 303 clinic but were not enrolled (aside from reason they were not enrolled), thus we were unable 304 to make comparisons between enrolled and non-enrolled persons. Thirdly, we did not collect 305 data on breastfeeding or pregnancy among the females, which may have also been barriers 306 for participation and retention, since these may affect ones travel to and from the study clinic.
308
Conclusions 309 Although we demonstrate ability to enrol participants in this longitudinal cohort, the high 310 dropout rate especially in the first three months is a point of concern. Inclusion of volunteers 
